The Early History of Barzey's Plantation, Montserrat, West Indies 


William Barzy (sic) is recorded as a Lieutenant in the Montserrat militia in September 1705." His origins 
cannot be likely determined from his name, although coastal Pembrokeshire in Wales has had many 
Barzeys amongst the families there. A James Barsey had fought for Kings Charles | and II of England °: 
perhaps a soldier descendant went to fight in the West Indies with William Stapleton and James Cotter. In 
the 1678 Montserrat Census, there are two men in Captain Peter Cove's division named William Barry (in 
the Caribbeana transcription)* - one may possibly be read as Barzy in the original document at the British 
National Archives. William Barzey, a Member of Council in Montserrat appointed in 1715, is recorded in a 


letter by Governor Hamilton of December 1718 as having died. * 


The name Barzey does not appear in the Montserrat National Trust archives until 1734, in the will of 
Thomas Barzey of St Peter's parish.° Most of his real and personal estate was left to his brother John 
Barzey, but he also left small legacies to his "dearly beloved father in law Simeon Bouveron", his "dearly 
beloved mother Rebecca Bouveron", and provision for his "beloved child Sarah" (under 21 and, curiously, 
not described as his daughter, nor mention of her mother). His "dearly beloved cousin George Wyke junior’ 
receives "a diamond ring of the price of £21 sterling", the poor of the parish are left £10 a year for 5 years 
and grant of probate is recorded in May 1737. What is to be made of this? "Father in law" at that time could 
mean, as the French equivalent "beau pére" still does, either step-father or the father of one's spouse; so 
Thomas' mother, probably the widow of William Barzey first mentioned, had remarried one Simeon 


Bouveron. 


"Captain Simeon Beverone, surgeon", appears in the 1729 Census in a household of 2 men and 3 women, 
with 4 houses, a cattle mill, 53 enslaved "Negros", 300 acres including 80 planted to sugar, and many 
animals; while not the largest enterprise on the island it was substantial. Below his entry are 3 "planters" - 
though none with houses or land - but "Thomas Barre, Gent" (in the transcription) is recorded with 26 
enslaved, and some animals and weapons. Examining the original in the British National Archives might 
reveal if this might actually be Barzie. Possibly Lynch and Thomson (who, and not uniquely, are not even 
enumerated under the heading "Men") make up the Bouveron-Barre/ Barzey plantation enterprise. 


Extract from the 1729 Montserrat Census ° 
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(Historical maps showing Barzeys Plantation are appended at the end of this paper) 


alendar of State Papers Colonial, America and West Indies: Volume 22 September 1705, 613-629 #1347 

lendar of Papers Domestic: Charles Il, 1667-8 - December 1667 
Caribbeana Vol 2 p.319 - V.L.Oliver (Ed.) 1910-1919 Online here 

alendar of State Papers Colonial, America and West Indies: Volume 30 December 1717-18, 11-19 #797 
ROD_MNI 1789 _ 335 in folder 1787 - 1792 [Transcriptions of Deeds 1734-1739] held at Montserrat National Trust 
Caribbeana Vol 4 p.310 - V.L.Oliver (Ed.) 1910-1919 Online here 
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There is an oddity in the transcription of Thomas' seal signature to his will; though he is referred to as 
“Barzey" throughout the text, as is brother John, his seal shows "Thomas Zacys". Though probably just a 
misreading of the original, there must be a possibility that his full name was, at least once upon a time, 
similar to Thomas Barre(-)Zacys, becoming verbally, then in writing, shortened to Barzey. A genealogist 


might explore further. 
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A French genealogical publication identifies Siméon Bouveron.’ Born in 1694 into the minor gentry of 
Ardeche, France, his father was a lawyer ("docteur en droit"), and his older brother became a "Procureur 
du Roi" (literally, Royal Prosecutor, or magistrate-judge). He is certainly the correct person, as the detail for 
Simeéon's entry is only "mort président de Montserrat, dans les Antilles" and his date of birth; his brother, 
because of his primogeniture, has full details of marriage, children and so forth - though perhaps it is 
simply that Simeon's details are obscure. Another site states that his mother remarried in 1703,° and he is 


mentioned in both parents’ wills. 


There are many instances in the Registers of Deeds recording Bouveron's position as President of the 
Council, from 1743 to at least 1751.° The British Calendar of State Papers (he being occasionally spelt 
“Bouverone" or "Bonveron") show him as being proposed to be first appointed to the Council by Governor 
Mathew in December 1733 and approved by Britain shortly thereafter,'° though in 1737 he was reported 
as having suffered "from an apoplectic fit [and] hardly able to attend now or ever" "' 


But a Frenchman becoming president of the Council of Montserrat? The French had sacked the island in 
1667, and plundered it again in 1712 (both times also destroying official records) - and they occupied it 
later for a while in 1782-3. In 1736 while he was on the Council there was a diplomatic contre-temps 
between Britain and France occasioned by the peace-time seizure of two French ships under a Montserrat 
Local Act of the 5" of June entitled, An Act for the more effectual preventing all trade in those parts 
between his Majesty's subjects and the French, effectively a riposte to the 1727 French edict of seizing any 


foreign ship within a league of their islands. 


” Bouveron - Cahiers Ardechois p.9-10 
8 Famille Charra-Chapelle website 


° The incomplete Registers have a frustrating gap for the early 1750s - George Wyke is recorded as President in 
October 1755 (ROD_MNI_1755-57_ 0063); the French source suggests he may have died in office in 1755, when 
he would have been 61. 

‘0 Calendar of State Papers Colonial, America and West Indies: Volume 40 December 17 16-31 #446 

"’ Calendar of State Papers Colonial, America and West Indies: Volume 43 February 1737, 1-1 


It is not found in the records why or when Bouveron arrived on Montserrat, '* nor detail of his presumed 
naturalisation as a Montserratian; evidently his captaincy in the militia, his doctor's skills, his marriage to a 
local widow, and his enterprise proved his worth and loyalty. His will is written in Montserrat in 1754 and 
proved there in 1755. '* He appeared to have remarried as his widow is there recorded as Ann, (neé Iles, 
judging by references to his other relatives, the family at the nearby Northward Plantation). No children 
either with Rebecca or Ann are mentioned, nor any Barzey, nor any plantation. His census entry in 1729 
thus seems to have been by virtue of being in possession of the Barzey plantation by right of marriage, 
with title of ownership resting in the Barzey family. 


John Barzey, his other step-son who had inherited the plantation from brother Thomas, had died in 1744 
leaving his "beloved wife Frances" £400, but their three children, one of them his only son and heir 
Thomas Bouveron Barzey, in the care of his mother Rebecca and two other guardians."* There must have 
been concern about keeping the plantation in the Barzey line, for Rebecca and the other guardians petition 
the President (Simeon Bouveron) for formal Letters of Guardianship, which unsurprisingly are granted." 


Thomas Bouveron Barzey does not appear in the archives until his 1760 will, proved in 1766 in England."° 
It is possible however to add detail to his period of ownership of the plantation from others' later 
documents. In a 1762 indenture '’ between Christopher Scandrett, merchant of London, and Mary 
Daubeny, widow and administratrix of George Daubeny, merchant of Bristol, there are references to earlier 
arrangements made by Barzey. In December 1760, currently in London but about to return to Montserrat, 
he stood £3,500 indebted to Robert Dallas '® by balance of account; to secure the repayment Barzey 
arranged bills of exchange drawn on Scandrett, to provide scheduled repayment to Dallas holding a 
mortgage on Barzey's plantation. Barzey was also indebted £1,088 to Scandrett by balance of account, so 
Scandrett took a new mortgage lien for the whole £4,588 including Barzey's chattel possessions as well as 
the plantation (on the same day as the will was drawn up, as it happens), whilst also offering Barzey a 
further line of credit. (£1 sterling in 1760 is equivalent to perhaps £100 in 2020 - see here ) 


However Scandrett was himself indebted to George Daubeny (at that time still living) in the sum of £5,000; 
but Scandrett held a £3,400 mortgage lien from 1759 on the plantation of one John Lyons of Antigua, 
which he made over to Daubeny as security. In the above 1/762 document Mary Daubeny lends Scandrett 
a further £400 and holds the mortgage on Barzeys plantation; and at the same time Barzey commits to 
sending her all the sugars and other produce from the plantation ("rum only excepted") until the £5,400 
plus interest is repaid. 


Mary had died by January 1766, when son and heir George Daubeny *° appointed Ellis Iles as his attorney 
in Montserrat to supervise the family's arrangements with Barzey.*° But by June 1766 Thomas Bouveron 
Barzey had died, and Scandrett, although in 1760 one of the will executors nominated and a supposed 
beneficiary should there be any default in repayments, was bankrupted in 1764.7’ Son John Barzey 
inherited the plantation and second son Thomas was to receive £1,000 sterling. However the weight of the 
mortgage repayments evidently was heavy (according to John) as in 1792 Thomas, relocated to Tortola in 
the Virgin Islands, accepted a lesser inheritance of £500 Montserrat currency in full and final settlement. * 


"2 There is a bill from him as a doctor "providing medicines to Capt.B Brambly's Negroes" from 1726 (aged 32) until 
1728, so locating him in Montserrat, in a document in the Sloane Manuscripts Collection at the British Museum 

'S ROD_MNI 1755-57 _0052 in folder 1755 - 1757 at Montserrat National Trust 

'* REGDEEDS 1792 137 in folder 1792-1793 Transcriptions of Deeds 1739-1749 at Montserrat National Trust 

'S REGDEEDS 1792 142 in folder 1792-1793 Transcriptions of Deeds 1739-1749 at Montserrat National Trust 

‘© ROD _MNI 1765 232 in folder 1765 at Montserrat National Trust 

‘7 ROD_MNI_1765_298 in folder 1765 at Montserrat National Trust 

'8 Identified in a later document as "merchant of London", and probably Robert Dallas, of Dallas Castle, Jamaica 

"2 aka George Daubeny III here 

20 ROD _MNI_ 1765 302 in folder 1765 at Montserrat National Trust 

21 The London Gazette December 1764 here He was probably the son of Christopher Scandrett of Bristol, 
(1704-1757) Quaker, merchant and slave-trader in partnership with brother Charles. 

22 ROD _MNI_ 1792 034 in folder 1792 at Montserrat National Trust 


In 1793 John Barzey gave up ownership of the plantation.*° The 16 page sale document, reciting all the 
history that had been expressed in the Mary Daubeny document of 1762, and stating that "default hath 
been long since made in payment "- the debt now standing at £8,000 - conveys ownership of the 
plantation, and all goods and chattels on it, to George Daubeny, (whose Montserrat attorney is now 
Richard Symons), and extinguishes the debt. So another West Indian plantation passed into the hands of a 
British merchant, none of whom were in the slightest interested in operating themselves a sugar enterprise; 
and by this time sugar cultivation, especially in Montserrat, was at a low point occasioned by depletion of 
the soil, inefficient production, competition in the global market-place and depressed prices. Daubeny 
though had found a lessee; John Barzey. The day after legally handing over ownership Barzey signed to 
lease the plantation, including the 72 enslaved persons attached to the estate, for 21 years at £550 sterling 
per annum, though effectively the conditions make it more of a mortgage as there is provision to return 
ownership to Barzey should he be able to repay the written-off £8,000 debt..** 
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Schedule appended to 1793 lease of Barzeys plantation - image courtesy of Montserrat National Trust 


2° ROD MNI_ 1792 193 in folder 1792 at Montserrat National Trust 
74ROD_ MNI_ 1792 203 in folder 1792 at Montserrat National Trust 


In 1808 Daubeny's son (also George)*” 


sold an interest in the plantation (including 68 named enslaved 


persons) to the Liverpool firm of merchants Shipley Williams Wilson, for £5,000 sterling payable over 8 
years at 5% interest per annum; but in 1811 possession is fully vested back in Daubeny as the firm was 
bankrupt in 1810. “© In 1818 John Barzey, presumably a son, as the elder had died by 1815 (see below), 
sold an £8,000 interest in the plantation to Peter Dowdy, merchant of Montserrat, (who placed a further 44 
named enslaved persons on the plantation), payable over 7 years, with Daubeny's consent and his still 
maintaining first call on ownership until paid.*” Dowdy fails to make any payments and in 1823 Daubeny, 


by his attorney Dudley Semper, threatened legal action; Richard Symons Goodall *° 


agrees to take over 


from Dowdy for £4,000 payable over 5 years to Daubeny, with an annuity payable to John Barzey. °° 
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The schedule (left) appended to the 
1823 sale includes 63 enslaved persons. 
By this time Registers of Slaves were 
being maintained by law throughout the 
British West Indies colonies. 


The 1810 "Tax on Slaves" has an entry 
for 143 enslaved persons for "John 

Barzey & sister", and 125 in 1814. 1815 
shows 63 for "Estate of John Barzey".°° 


In 1817 Daubeny's Register return by 
attorney Dudley Semper showed 66 
enslaved; *" in 1821 Peter Dowdy's 
showed 67 purchased at Barzeys, out of 
his total of 126; in 1824 Goodall's 
showed 75, and 91 in 1828. His return 
in 1831, the last before abolition, 
showed 68, as he had in that February 
"gifted" 26 persons to his wife Sarah Ann 
via trustees Edmond Semper and 
George B Jeffers.°* 


On the 29th February 1836 Goodall 
received compensation of £1,247 5s _ for 
his "loss" of 73 enslaved persons, with 
wife Sarah getting £519 13s 5d for 34. 


(See entries on the database of The 


Centre for the Study of the Legacies of 
British Slave-ownership here) 


Image courtesy of Montserrat National Trust 


in folder 1812-1815 at Montserrat National Trust 


2” REGDEEDS_1815-18 226 in folder 1815-1818 at Montserrat National Trust 

*® The great nephew of Richard Symons - see here. Member of the Montserrat Assembly, Wesleyan supporter 
79 REGDEEDS_ 1821-26 190 in folder 1821-1826 at Montserrat National Trust 

3° Montserrat Local Acts 1804-1836, at Montserrat Public Library - digital copy at Montserrat National Trust 
511817 Register of Slaves p.384, 1821 p.279, 1824 p.241, 1828 p.116, 1831 p.224 


32 ROD _MNI_1829_ 193 


in folder 1829 at Montserrat National Trust 


In 1828 Daubeny's connection with Barzeys plantation ends.*° Two of Goodall's installments are unpaid, 
and Daubeny accepted £1,500 from Thomas and John Daniel, merchants of Bristol and major 
slave-holders, ** Dudley Semper acting as attorney for both parties. Goodall had to repay the Daniels with 
5% interest. In October 1833 John Young and Ebenezer Fernie * the London assignees of bankrupt 
Nicholas Kirwan,* trading as John Kirwan & Sons, appoint attorneys in Montserrat to chase debts owed by 
Goodall to the Kirwan account.*’ 


Goodall's son Johnno, born to Mary Ann age 20, an enslaved worker at Barzeys and one of those later 
"gifted" to his wife in 1831, had been baptised by the Wesleyan Methodist minister Reverend Thomas K 
Hyde in August 1827, as had his son John Jeffers been in July 1824, born to Betsy Jeffers; °° it is not 
recorded if Goodall attended the baptisms, though Hyde's diary records that they were allies in their 
antipathy and opposition towards the island's Catholics and visiting priest.°? Baby John Jeffers’ "Civil 
State" is recorded as "Free" although a child of that name and of appropriate age, described as "coloured", 
appears in Goodall's 1828 return as enslaved, and in his 1831 return as "gifted" to his wife. Goodall 
married Sarah Ann Dubery in 1828 at St Anthony's Anglican Church in the capital Plymouth. *° Goodall's 
relationship with Betsey Jeffers remained close, as in 1841 he gifted into trust 2 acres at Cavally Hill (sic) 
for the use and benefit of her, her infant daughters Jane and Catherine, and any children of these girls.*’ 


Sarah's unmarried aunts Frances and Sarah Dubery had sold to the Wesleyan church 2 acres of Carty's 
Land between Farm and Trants estates for a nominal sum in 1827.** In December 1838 Goodall and Trott 
gifted an acre of land to the Wesleyan church establishment to build a school-room *° by the public road 
passing Barzeys estate - probably at Cavalla Hill, where in 1839 Teacher Ann Wall had a nominal 40 day 
scholars, and an average 43 attended Sunday School, but in 1840 Teacher Mary Molineux taught 72 
(two-thirds being girls).** It was the only Methodist school still functioning on the island by 1844 (down from 
7 in 1840 "due to want of funds"), itself supported by a Government grant, with 80 pupils. In the same year 
some 470 pupils attended 10 schools of the Anglican Church, but there was no Roman Catholic one. 


In May 1836, the Goodalls handed over the title to Barzeys to John Paynter Musson Trott, merchant of 
Montserrat,*° to cover their debt of £5,000 local currency with him, having until the start of 1840 to repay. 
But flush with abolition compensation money, they repayed the Daniels their £1,500 plus interest in May 
1838.*° In 1841 Goodall borrowed a further £2,000 from Trott against Barzeys estate,*’ but had to give 
Trott title to his 200 acres Underwoods estate at the same time to secure it.*° (Goodall bought Underwoods 
back for a nominal sum in 1852 from the Government, subject to repayment of the Earthquake Loan 
outstanding, it having been taken from "the representatives of the estate of JPM Trott, deceased", *° but 
lost it back to the Government on his own defaulting in 1854 °°) 


John Barzey (son) was alive in 1843, taking a lump sum of £1,000 from Goodall to extinguish the annuity.*’ 


55> ROD _MNI_ 1825-29 170 infolder 1825-1829 at Montserrat National Trust 
** Thomas Daniel 

35 ' 
3° Nicholas Kirwan 

57 ROD MNI_ 1832-39 117 in folder 1832-1839 at Montserrat National Trust 

38 Methodist Baptisms 1822-1857, digital copies held at Montserrat National Trust 

°° Caribbean Adventures: Extracts from Missionary Journals, David Farquhar (Ed.) 1999, p.108 & 120 
*° Transcriptions of Parish Church Registers by D.Somerville c.1970, at Montserrat National Trust 
*ROD_ MNI_ 1839 334 in folder 1839-1844 at Montserrat National Trust 
*2ROD_MNI_ 1839 262 in folder 1839-1844 at Montserrat National Trust 

*S ROD _ MNI_ 1832-39 399 in folder 1832-1839 at Montserrat National Trust 

“4 Montserrat Blue Books 1839 p.146, 1840 p.146, 1844 p.146 


*S JPM Trott and also here 
*© ROD _MNI_ 1839 027 in folder 1839-1844 at Montserrat National Trust 
*”ROD_MNI 1839 _ 238 in folder 1839-1844 at Montserrat National Trust 


*® REGDEEDS_1844-47_ 027 in folder 1844-1847 at Montserrat National Trust 
*8 REGDEEDS_1845-52 040 in folder 1845-1852 at Montserrat National Trust 
°° ROD_MNI_ 1853 142 in folder 1853-1860 at Montserrat National Trust 
°*'ROD_ MNI_ 1844 196 in folder 1844 at Montserrat National Trust 


Trott acquired several estates in the north of the island; but in 1843, owing him £6,210 sterling, he had to 
put up Barzeys, Blakes, Brades and (Little) Carrs Bay as security with Robert Orr, merchant of Glasgow.*? 
These four estates were valued in 1847 officially for taxation purposes (though recognised as grossly 
overvalued in reality as with all other properties on the island), at £16,000 local currency, Barzeys being 
£6,000. °° The 1849 report records 155 persons living on the estate, with 12 acres of sugar crop and the 
provision grounds as "prosperous", whereas much of the rest of the island was suffering from a prolonged 
drought with food supplies precarious, and a smallpox epidemic throughout only just on the wane. 


In May 1844, there is an indenture between Goodall and Edward Thomas Kensington of the City of 
London,” (in Montserrat and soon to take possession of defaults and lease several plantations including 
Duberys, Spring and Reids Hill), in which Kensington buys for £50 sterling an 1826 Montserrat court 
judgment against Henry Dyett, merchant of London, formerly Montserrat, who was declared bankrupt in 
England in 1827. The award of £3,846 6s 1d local was following an action against Dyett brought by 
Elizabeth Adams, * the grandmother of Goodall in whom she then had vested the judgment. What 
Kensington hoped to get after nearly 20 years, and 12 years after Dyett's death, is not clear, though his 
father's business interests in Montserrat had been adversely affected by Dyett's demise. 


On February 8th 1843 the whole region had suffered a calamitous earthquake causing extreme damage. 
The British Government quickly effected loans to both the governments and private citizens of their 
Leeward Island colonies, substantial and on relatively easy terms. Trott had borrowed £1,300 against 
Barzeys (and £1,850 against Brades and Little Bay estates with 500 acres combined) but had died in July 
1850 °° and the loan fell into default in 1854 - he had being repaying other debts to William Shiell from his 
produce since 1847.°’ The Loan Commissioners sold off Brades and Little Bay for £210, and Barzeys for 
£106. °° All loan default sales were free of debt encumbrance, resulting in huge losses to the island 
government who had been obliged to underwrite them. Barzeys was bought by John Richard Yearwood, 
originally from Barbados, and he was given title in 1857 after four annual payment installments.”° 


: the amount due by the colony to the Home Government, 3,000/., must From the 1852 Montserrat 
Ee ph the sum advanced on certain estates which have fallen in, namely, Report on The Blue Book 
rad’s and Barzey’s,” 3,150/. The first instalment, being one tenth, amouit- 
ing to 6151. 10s., becomes due on the 1st January 1854. : The 1855 P ack 
Le Sae . e rope ax 
lo this sum must also be added 824/., being the arrears of interest due on ed 
the above-mentioned estates for the years 1851 and 1852 records show Barzeys estate 
T thi . y valuation as reduced to 
Vouching this payment, I am quite at a loss to devise what course would be 
most advantageous, but it appears to me, that an adv £2,264. 


ance of time will insure 
payment eventually. time wil 


Yearwood gifted Sarah Ann Barzey, single woman, the mother of his child Judith Watson Yearwood, six 
acres of the estate, situated at the junction of Old Northward estate and the high road, to the north of 
Collins Gut, in 1860. This is confirmed in his will, proved in 1861, wherein he leaves the remainder of 
Barzeys estate for the benefit of his children with his wife from Barbados, naming as executors one of his 
sons and his "friends" Garrett and Patrick Kilkenny of Barbados.” The latter however brought an action in 
1864 against Yearwood's estate for a debt of £800 sterling °' and Barzeys plantation was sold at Provost 
Marshal auction in 1865 for £110 sterling to Charles Franke Hainworth, originally from Devon, England. He 


ROD _MNI_ 1839 473 in folder 1839-1844 at Montserrat National Trust 

°> Reports on the Blue Book, Montserrat 1847, 1849 

°4 Son of the Edward Kensington who had mortgage interests in Montserrat since the 1820s 

°° Flizabeth Adams 

°° Transcriptions of Parish Church Registers by D.Somerville c.1970, at Montserrat National Trust 

°’ ROD _MNI_ 1844 _ 45 in folder 1844 at Montserrat National Trust. Debt recorded as 6,000 Spanish dollars (!) 

°° Report on the Blue Book, Montserrat 1855 

°° ROD _MNI_1853 246 in folder 1853-1860 at Montserrat National Trust 

° ROD MNI_1866 046 infolder 1866 at Montserrat National Trust. Partly transcribed at end of this paper 
°' ROD MNI_ 1866 333 in folder 1866 at Montserrat National Trust 


had married Anne Judith, only daughter of the late John Cox Collins, Rector of St Anthony's, in 1860,°* and 
later that year had leased Parsons estate for 10 years; the price for Barzeys cost him not much more than 
the annual rent at Parsons. 


But Hainworth didn't stay long. 1865-66 brought a cascade of court judgments for debt against him; the 
most serious one was on a bond of £2,1883 to Parsons owner Ann Percy signed for on taking the lease, 
whose terms were adjudged to have been broken.® In November 1866 the Provost Marshal sold Barzeys 
at auction to a group of Montserrat merchants Edward Chambers, Hubert Burke, Henry William Dyett and 
Joseph Allen, for £132 10s.°* The Hainworths moved on to St Croix, according to various genealogical 
websites. 


In 1873 Burke bought Chambers' quarter share for £212.° Dyett had died in 1872, and his son Henry 
secured his debt of £184 owing to the Sturges' Montserrat Company by mortgaging his quarter share in the 
estate with them for 4 years at 7% % © In 1891 Hubert Burke and his wife Christmas surrendered their 
half-share in the estate to Alfred Mendes Seixias of Wall Street, New York, merchant, to pay off their son 
Patrick's trading debt of £300 °”. In 1892 Joseph Allen had to put up his quarter share as security for a debt 
of £198 to Caldecott,Sons & Co, warehousemen of London, with one year to pay back in installments. © 
Allen persuaded a local merchant Richard Hannam to pay the last one, so Hannam became the 
mortgagee.® Allen is described as owning one-third of Barzeys in a 1900 loan document from the 
government for £100 for a year, to repair his Sweenys estate buildings damaged in the terrible 1899 
hurricane.’”° And that is where the Montserrat archives at the National Trust end; the 20th century 
documents, of which there are many, await digitising and indexing. 


There are many current and former Montserratians bearing the Barzey name. It is in the nature of colonial 
archives that details of estate owners, merchants and officials predominate, though many records of small 
land purchases in southern Montserrat, from Harris to Cork Hill to St Patricks, do enable a picture of 
post-emancipation village development in that area to be drawn. The archives are incomplete, but it does 
seem the case that the North developed with less formal paperwork of land ownership so a formal history 
of village development is hard. There are several 19th century Barzeys referenced in the archives,” but 
how the individuals may be inter-related, or related to Barzeys plantation, is unclear. There are small family 
trees that are known;” it would be of historical value to find others, and to blend these with what oral 
history of the Barzeys area, and the north of Montserrat generally, remains. 





Vi An extract from a photograph in the Sturge Collection at the Montserrat 
National Trust, of employees at Richmond estate assembled at the departure 
of The Montserrat Company's island head Frederick Driver. 

“Old John Barzey, carpenter" is one of a few men who are identified. 


There is a John Barzey, carpenter, aged 32 recorded marrying Alice 
Fisher, 29, both living in St Georges Hill, on February 25th 1879, in the 
Parish Register of St Anthony's Church, Plymouth - where Driver was also 
married in 1881. 


° Trewman's Exeter Flying Post 13 June 1860, Issue 4913 

°S MPL_82_13_ 36 in folder Court of Queens Bench 1852-1867 at Montserrat National Trust 
°* REGDEEDS_1866-74 064 in folder 1866-1874 at Montserrat National Trust 

°° REGDEEDS_1866-74 359 in folder 1866-1874 at Montserrat National Trust 

°° REGDEEDS 1874-92 046 in folder 1874-1892 at Montserrat National Trust 

°? REGDEEDS_1874-92 427 in folder 1874-1892 at Montserrat National Trust 

°° REGDEEDS _ 1874-92 454 in folder 1874-1892 at Montserrat National Trust 

°° MNI_ROD_1892 031 in folder 1892 at Montserrat National Trust 
“0MNI_ROD_1892 170 in folder 1892 at Montserrat National Trust 
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”2 eg. Tracing my family tree from the island of Montserrat 
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